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13 November 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR; OCI Historian 

SUBJECT ; White House Interest in Operations 

Center Alerting 


1. During my years as SDO, there were several occasions 
on which our alerting got the kin d of reception/reac tion 
from the White House described in memo 25X1A 

of 25 October. Because considerable repetition would be 
involved, I have not answered the questions in Paul's 
memo in turn, but have rather let each incident speak 
for itself. Please don r t accept the dates as being precise — 
they're approximate, but I think accurate within a couple 
of weeks of the incident. 

\ 2. On almost all of the occasions below, we in the 

Operations Center were aware that the President was 

L personally interested in what was going on. As so often 
happens, however, his interest was either conveyed to us 
by someone else or was inferred from the circumstances 
involved and the actions taken. One night in the summer 
(?) of 1966, for example, we briefed the White House on 
current developments in Vietnam. Shortly thereafter, we 
were told that the President wanted us to tell Abe Fortas 
what had happened. I called Mr. Fortas at home and briefed 
him. 


3. It is almost a truism that we in the intelligence 
business are seldom privy to the policy decisions made 
on the basis of the information we provide. One of my 
initial tours as regular Night SDO proved the exception. 
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It was in April of 1965, one of Admiral Raborn's first 
days as DCI (I think the first) , and the Dominican crisis 
broke upon us. And we all remember the reaction that 
one provoked from the White House' 

4, The Dominican crisis and the closing of the 
Gulf of Aqaba immediately prior to the 6-day war of 
1967 were perhaps the "hottest" pieces of open news 
upon which I briefed. In the latter case, we simply 
1 alerted the Director and the WHSR and told them that the 
/ closing of the Gulf meant that the balloon would go up 
I in the Middle East. The rest of the story needs no 
repitition. 


5. Many other incidents were equally exciting but 
less publicly known--and some never got to the public 
at all. Shortly after the 6-day war, the embassy in 
Rome came in (during the night, of course) with a flash 
-NODIS cable alleging that a high-ranking member of 
Nasser r s entourage was secretly presenting a peace plan 
for the Middle East. His terms were that the plan had 
to be accepted within 24 hours, and about 8 of the 24 

had already elapsed. White House interest was very 

high. We were requested to get a read-out on the 
Egyptian official and to confirm or deny that he had 
made the offer. I alerted the DCI, who simultaneously 
gave the CSDO and me our marching orders. There were 
several problems. The Egyptian was in Cairo and the 
Americans had just been thrown out. The Canadian 
Embassy was handling US interests -- 



time difference, problems of communicatin 


Add the 

from Washington 

^ finding 
the Egyptian, etc., and the possibilities of getting 
the job done seem remote indeed. Yet the answers went 
to the White House well before the deadline. 


6. There were times when the hottest "news" — and 
high Presidential interest — turned out to be no news 
at all. In early 1968, there were reports that SA-3 
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Vietnam? ^^lac^Shield^is 6 ^ int ° southern Nor th 

informed, get the NPtr vo ,j , _° J<;ee P ^ irri closely 

and get it^StJo Sf r^Sh aLp”^ 0 ^ lan 9 ua 9 e - 
in arriving by an hour Sr L“; ,., he ,„ recidout was slow 
called into the Spe^ioL 2en?« for Sfnrf i ^ H ° USe 

this°and afl 1 ” 10 tte °P®nations Center to discuss 

atiure pho^ s her T re tte h r 7 ith the White House on the 
re pnones. The photography revealed no SA-3s. 

* the j;„tf s to overthr ° w 

my mind as a classic examnle I? ? alwa Y s stuck in 

of the Agency 's abiltS S ° f bbe alert Action and 

to - u irry : ■■ 

at home, brief him and'do whatevarhe^aid 1 “S' ?° stow 
told me to aiort- fi, D o,-*. « .X r ne said - Rostow 

and would wake the Presidenrwherhe^orthere 15 

LD?ed-^d h ?he a NjD?s a caSi y to ^ cable --^ich‘we “ 6 

At about 0700, Rostow called to 

received the qf a f Q Sa Y that he had not 
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, There were several other less dramatic incidents 
m which the White House was closely interested, and 
some— such as the Pueblo seizure and the bombing of the 
US barracks at Pleiku— in which NMCC had the primary 
alert function* Those above are still pretty fresh in 
my mind. Memory being a fallible thing, however, I 
would ask that you dig out the log to double-check me 
on time and details. 


25X1 A 


— 4 ^ 
SENSITIVE 


Approved For ReleSS iWJmi4U^AfW^79T01762A000500040002-8 




